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Global Studio was spearheaded by the United Nations Millennium Project Task Force on Improving the Lives of Slum 
Dwellers in 2004, and has been developed by Universities. Through participatory design and planning Global Studio 
addresses the need for design professionals to learn to work effectively with communities experiencing disadvantage 
or social exclusion, with the overall aim of developing more equitable, sustainable and liveable environments. A key 
question for Global Studio is how can city building professionals contribute to the implementation of the Millennium 
Development Goals. Global Studio is an on-going teaching and research project and aims to provide opportunities for 
new modes of professional education and practice with policy and research implications as well as possibilities for de-
veloping networks and partnerships. Global Studio Vancouver (2006) was preceded by Global Studio Istanbul (2005).  
The Witswatersrand University, Johannesburg will host global Studio South Africa in 2007.
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Global Studio Vancouver:

  
Global Studio Vancouver (GSV) brought together 90 students, teachers and practitioners of architecture, planning, landscape 

architecture, industrial design, community development and international relations from over 15 countries, to take part in the United 

Nations World Urban Forum: Sustainable Cities: Turning Ideas onto Action  (June 19-23), and other related events. The Global 

Studio workshop (June 25-30) focussed on participatory design and planning approaches, and culminated in an event (July 2) to 

engage the public in a dialogue on possible futures. A Future Directions Forum was held on July 3. In addition GSV participants 

developed pps:r (people, places, situations, response), a public art exhibit on Hastings St, between Abbott and Carrall St.

GSV was based at the University of British Columbia downtown studio at 425 Carrall St. 

Global Studio Vancouver challenges   

Can participatory design and planning contribute to improving people’s lives?

Can Global Studio put its skills at the service of communities?

Can Global Studio add value to the already much investigated downtown eastside?

Can Global Studio help turn ideas into action?

Can Global Studio develop skills and knowledge that participants can take home and apply?

A contextual challenge

Can Global Studio carry out its work in the context of the six principles for sustainable communities in Vancouver?

•.Good and plentiful jobs close to home

• Mixed use corridors accessible to all

• Five minute walking distance 

• Access to natural areas and parks

• Lighter, greener, cheaper, smarter infrastructure

• Different housing types (i.e. social and economic mix, with access to same services)

Community Groups Consulted for Student Projects

• Vandu (Vancouver Drug Users) women’s group 

• Vancouver Aboriginal Friendship Centre

• Strathcona Revitalisation Committee

• Waterfront Coalition

• Chinatown Revitalisation Committee

Initial questions 

• What do people like/dislike about the area?

• What would improve their lives?

• What physical changes would help improve their lives?

• Does the group have a vision for the future?

• What is the political/planning/historical context?

Outcomes

Various design ideas for action have been developed. This document covers the following:  the context, listening to the community; 

proposals and ideas for action; policy and implementation recommendations; strategies for further development by communities, 

and reflections on the process.

Our sincere thanks to the Downtown Eastside communities for their welcome and generosity, including Centre A Gal-
lery, and to the School of Architecture and Landscape Architecture at the University of British Columbia for making the 
Carrall St studio available.

Anna Rubbo and Mari Fujita 
Convenors, Global Studio Vancouver

Global Studio Vancouver team
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Executive Summary:

The Vancouver Aboriginal Friendship Centre (the ‘Friendship Centre’) located on Hastings Street provides 
valuable services for Aboriginal people in the City of Vancouver. The building and surrounds of the Friendship 
Centre are in a poor state of repair, especially in terms of the major systems such as heating and cooling and 
lighting. By invitation of the Executive Director, students from Global Studio spent five days investigating op-
tions to renew the Centre.

1. Immediate improvements – remedial work that can be done within the next 6 months;
2. Partnerships – possibilities for shared service provision and cooperation across existing organisations  
 and facilities.
3. Alterations to the existing building – by addition, using the parking lot; 
4. Major redevelopment of the existing building – including interior spaces, façade and 2nd storey;
5. Design for the creation of a new building - on the current site or at a new location;

This report outlines these options and illustrates them by means of maps, diagrams, plans and sketches.

This report has been developed for the Board of Directors of tehe Friendship Centre in order to facilitate 
discussion and these options should not be taken to represent commitments on the part on the part of the 
Friendship Centre. In addition, the report and associated storyboards are the intellectual property of the 
Friendship Centre to use are they determine is appropriate.

The Global Studio friendship group would like to thank all the staff and participants at the Centre who gener-
ously gave of their time to discuss the future of the building and surrounds with us. In particular, we would 
like to thank Damon Johnston, Executive Director of the VAFCS for his generosity in letting a dozen students 
explore the Centre and being open to our questions and ideas.

We would also like to acknowledge the invaluable assistance of our tutors and mentors: Patrick Stuart, Dillon 
Kombumerri, Genevieve Blanchett, Nathanial Corum and Alison Wolanski.
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Introduction:

About the Aboriginal Friendship Centre

The Vancouver Aboriginal Friendship Centre (the ‘Friendship Centre’) is owned and operated by the Vancou-
ver Aboriginal Friendship Centre Society (VAFCS) as a space for activities to support Aboriginal people in the 
Vancouver area. The Centre fronts the north side of Hastings Street, one of Vancouver’s main streets in the 
neighborhood of Grandview-Woodland and has been operating at this location for twenty-five years. 

The building and surrounds of the Friendship Centre are in need of major repair especially in terms of the 
major systems such as heating and cooling and lighting. In addition, some staff and participants at the Centre 
indicated that the building does not meet their needs in a number of ways (eg. in terms of a lack of space for 
large events). By invitation of the Executive Director, students from Global Studio spent five days investigat-
ing options to renew the Centre which are outlined in this report.

History of VAFCS

(from the Centre website: http://www.bcaafc.com/centres/vancouver/ accessed 29 June 2005)
The Vancouver Aboriginal Friendship Centre Society (VAFCS) was established in the early 1950s under the 
name of Coqualeetza Fellowship Club. After this it moved to West Broadway under the name of the Vancou-
ver Indian Centre Society. From 1970 to 1979 the Centre was located at 1855 Vine Street. A survey of the 
City of Vancouver indicated the majority of Aboriginal people lived between Cambie and Nanaimo Street (the 
population estimated to be forty to forty-five thousand). The Board of Directors subsequently implemented a 
relocation plan and moved the Centre to the present location at 1607 East Hastings in 1981. The new loca-
tion is easily accessible for the Aboriginal community and provides social, educational, cultural, spiritual and 
sports activities.
 
Founding members of the Centre:
• Chief Simon Baker,
• Judge Alfred Scow,
• Dr. Minnie Croft,
• Senator Marjorie (Cantryn) White,
• Edward Nahanee  

These founding members are well renowned in the Native Community, acting as goodwill ambassadors for 
Native People in the urban area. The Aboriginal Friendship Centre has a current membership of approxi-
mately 700 people. However, a larger number are involved with the Centre through public events such as the 
weekly ‘West Coast night’ and there are over 10,000 potential users of this venue.

Programs run at the Centre

A number of programs are run through the Vancouver Aboriginal Friendship Centre Society (VAFCS) 
including:
• Information and referral
• Recreation program – for youth
• Our Elders Speak Wisdom Council
• Sundance Daycare
• Events - such as the weekly West Coast Night

In addition, other Aboriginal organizations lease areas for particular purposes, including:

• Native Health – Aboriginal early childhood and family support program
• Vancouver Aboriginal Transformative Justice Services 
• Access – employment and training 
• Aries – Alternative School
• KAYA – Knowledgeable Aboriginal Youth Association – including recording studio
• UNYA - United Nations Youth Association 
• Cedar Root Gallery
• Café
• House of Culture – Aboriginal artists.
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Process and Method:
The approach of the Global Studio Friendship Group to this project was participatory, experimental and evo-
lutionary. The broad scope of the options to be investigated was set by Damon Johnston, Executive Director 
of the VAFCS. Some of the tutors and mentors met with Damon at the Centre prior to the start of the project 
to discuss the context for and scope of the project. In addition, some of the tutors and group members at-
tended Aboriginal Day events and undertook other activities such as visiting the Museum of Anthropology in 
order to begin to understand Canadian Aboriginal culture.

On the first day of the project, Monday 26 June following an introduction from Dillon Kombumerri, the group 
visited the Centre to get a ‘sense of the place’ and to begin to understand some of the issues involved. The 
group also spoke with Patrick Stewart and viewed a DVD on Aboriginal architecture to begin to understand 
the principles of Native architecture in British Columbia.

The group decided to engage with staff and users of the centre through a process of strategic questioning 
and listening (based on Fran Peavy’s work and also on the work of the Communication Research Institute of 
Australia and on ideas of needs analysis). Two conversation protocols were developed by discussion within 
the group – one for staff (which included a short needs analysis) and one for participants at the centre. Both 
protocols asked people about: their relationship to the Centre, current issues with the Centre and their vision 
for an ‘ideal’ Centre (see Appendix D).

The staff protocol was tested and discussed with the Executive Director Damon Johnston and a series of 
conversations were undertaken with staff and participants at the Centre over the five days. Conversations 
were held with staff from:
• Recreation program 
• Sundance Daycare
• Native Health – Aboriginal early childhood and family support program
• Vancouver Aboriginal Transformative Justice Services 
• Access – employment and training 
• Aries – Alternative School
• KAYA – Knowledgeable Aboriginal Youth Association 
• House of Culture – Aboriginal artists
and at least ten participants at the Centre.

The Global Studio students recorded notes from these conversations and from this developed a shared list 
of issues with the buildings and surrounds. In addition, the information from the discussions about people’s 
vision for the Centre was used to develop a working ‘vision statement’ and architectural principles for the de-
sign options for the Centre. This information was compiled into a draft brief which was given to the Executive 
Director as part of the process of confirming the scope of work with the community.   

The Global Studio group looked at suggested options for:
1. Immediate improvements – remedial work that can be done within the next 6 months;
2. Partnerships – possibilities for shared service provision and cooperation across existing organi  
 sations and facilities.
3. Alterations to the existing building – by addition, using the parking lot; 
4. Major redevelopment of the existing building – including interior spaces, façade and 2nd storey;
5. Design for the creation of a new building - on the current site or at a new location;

The students shared their learnings from the strategic questioning and needs analysis to further refine 
the five options for the Centre. They then worked in small groups to undertake design and planning 
work on each of these five suggestions. Most of the group attended ‘West Coast night’ on Wednesday 
28 June which gave them a further opportunity to learn about Aboriginal culture and to understand how 
the Centre is currently used. The group also spoke with David Dennis from United Native Nations in 
order to gain a greater understanding of the history and affects of colonization on Aboriginal people. 

Further design and planning work was undertaken with useful input and critique from the tutors and 
mentors and other Global Studio groups. On the evening of Friday 30 June the five suggestions were 
presented to the Global Studio forum through a powerpoint presentation for critique and comment. 
Then on Saturday 1 July, the five suggestions were presented to the Executive Director. Following Da-
mon Johnston’s comments, the designs and powerpoint presentation and this report were revised and 
finalized ready for presentation to the Board of Directors.
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Rebuilding the Friendship Centre:
Site and surrounds 
The existing Friendship Centre building is approximately thirty-six years old and was formerly a factory build-
ing and a nightclub. It is located in the Grandview-Woodland area which zoned MC 2, as a mixed use com-
mercial neighbourhood.

Legally, the site is Lots D and 11 of 15, Block C, District Lot 183 under the New Westminster District Plan #631 
and has an area of 0.739 acres. The main floor area is 21,446 SF equating to 68.37% site coverage. The 
basement is 15,782 SF and includes thirteen underground car parking spaces. There is also some on site car 
parking to the west of the Centre.

Problem statement 
Based on conversations with the Executive Director, staff and visitors, overall the current building does not 
serve the needs of the staff and the participants of the Centre nor does it reflect or embody their culture.

Issues identified by the staff and participants at the centre include:
• major systems eg. lighting, plumbing, electrical, heating/cooling in poor state of repair ie. ultimately in 
need of replacement
• leaking roof
• gym too small for needs
• small, dark rooms
• (some of the) space is not useful or respectful
• problems with ergonomics 
• insufficient privacy – especially for counseling-type situations 
• inadequate security
• lack of colour and light
• lack of 24 hour access
• ‘haunted basement’
• bathrooms in state of poor repair
• dust problems downstairs due inadequate ventilation
• lack of signage – difficulty in way finding around building
• graffiti
• inadequate storage
• lack of phones and space for private phone calls
• small offices
• inadequate or lack of kitchen space, especially for catering
• space for women and children not ‘intimate’
• lack of hygiene eg. rats in the basement, toilets which don’t work.

Needs analysis – for activities 
Centre needs to serve a wide variety of purposes and participants. At a mini-
mum, the building and surrounds must support the following core services:
• office
• reception
• daycare
• family services
• meetings, ceremony and events (such as West Coast Night)
• Access employment and training
• Cedar Wood Galley
• Café.

Vision statement 
The Aboriginal Friendship Centre will be:
A community hub that welcomes, respects and embraces First Nations, Métis, Inuit and other 
Peoples. 
It will be a place of light and hope, peace and harmony. 
It will be a place of safety for women, children and their families and where elders and children can 
connect through teaching and mentorship.

Architecture Vision for Centre
From the interviews with Centre staff and participants, the following principles for the Architec-
tural vision for the Centre were recorded:
• (Should include) elements of aboriginal architecture.
• Create a balance between contemporary and traditional architectures
• Make a stronger public statement; “we are here!’
• Include of indigenous building construction and planting,
• A place for ceremony.

Proposed architectural statement:
The Aboriginal Friendship Centre building and surrounds will be:
A place where people can touch their roots. 
It will make a public statement about First Nations friendship and relationships.

Several people also expressed to us their pride in the centre. One person said, ‘it is an enjoy-
ment to come here, provides security for the children, we are here for the support’. Another said 
the Centre is like ‘a home away from home’. A couple of people also commented that the Centre 
was in a useful, accessible location. 
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Option 1: Immediate Improvements
The building of the Vancouver Aboriginal Friendship Centre faces a number of issues which limit the activities 
and possibilities of the Centre. The simplest and cheapest way to address these issues would be to carry out 
a series of remedial renovations to take place during the next six months. Aesthetically, the building is out-
dated and drab looking. An easy solution would be to repaint the interior walls and as well as the building’s 
exterior. As for the graffiti problem in the hallways and stairwell, perhaps a children’s mural painting program 
would deter this and provide for some beautiful art work.

1

2

3

4

5

6

10

7

8

9 11

Main Floor

12

13

14

15

16

17

18

19 20

Basement

Main Floor
-Access: Career and
 Employment Services (5)
-Cafe (11)
-Cedar Root Gallery (9)
-Chief Simon Baker Room (8)
-Gymnasium (10)
-Kitchen (6)
-Native Health (3)
-Sundance Daycare Center (1)
-Reception and Staff offices (7)
-Transformative Justice
 Services (4)
-Washrooms (2)

Basement
-Aries Alternative School (18)
-Garage (12)
-House of Culture (15)
-KAYA : Knowledgeable
 Aboriginal Youth Association
 (14)
-Laundry Room (19)
-Recording Studio- KAYA (17)
-Recreation Department (13)
-Theatre Room (16)
-Washrooms (20)

You are here.

Welcome Vancouver Aborigianal Friendship Centre

Directory

Proposed directory

However, not all of the issues are aesthetic. All of 
the major utilities such as plumbing, electrical, heat-
ing, ventilation, and lighting have not been updated 
in over 25 years. The building is dark due to a lack 
of windows, skylights, and sufficient lighting system 
and fixtures that are no longer working. There is 
no proper insulation; this results in extreme tem-
perature variations. A lack of ventilation in enclosed 
areas such as the basement makes the space very 
hot and stuffy when occupied by numerous people, 
while any room along exterior walls becomes quite 
cold during the winter. The layout of the building is 
almost like a maze, with dim windy corridors that 
lack any directional markers. For a newcomer, it is 
difficult to navigate through the building. This prob-
lem could be addressed by a central directory in 
the lobby, along with a signage system continuing 
throughout the building. 
 
While a large number of the Centre’s members are 
aging or suffer from disabilities that may limit their 
ability to walk, the building is very inaccessible for
people in this condition. The main entrance does have a wheelchair ramp but the doors do not have a handi-
capped operable mechanism. Inside, some of the hallways, such as the one leading to the gym, are very 
narrow and barely have enough allowance for a wheel chair. There is no elevator, lift, or ramp to the base-
ment, so any individual who cannot walk down the stairs cannot access this space. A lift would be the easiest 
solution to this problem.
 
In general, there is a lack of additional space and storage in the building. The daycare center is in need of a 
more extensive shelving system to store toys and materials. The offices are small, with no room for expan-
sion and insufficient meeting rooms. The garage has piles of old furnishings, which could be cleared to make 
room for more sufficient storage. 
 
One of the most used spaces in the Friendship Centre, the gym is in need of a major facelift. There are no 
bleachers; seating consists of metal chairs brought in for sporting/cultural events. Perhaps the décor and ab-
original motifs could be better integrated to make the space more appropriate for the cultural festivities such 
as West Coast Night. New windows would provide ventilation for those playing sports, and new doors are 
needed for security purposes.

The Friendship Centre is a place where all are welcome, yet the entrance does not reflect this attitude. It 
has a low lying roof which provides for a dark space with no proper seating, only walls that people perch on. 
In the lobby, there is no central meeting area. It should be a space where people gather and embrace each 
other’s company.
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Trout Lake

ABORIGINAL
FRIENDSHIP
CENTRE

STRATHCONA
PARK

ADMIRAL
SEYMOUR

PANDORA PARK

TEMPLETON PARK

LORD
NELSON

CLARK PARK
JOHN HENDRY PARK

Existing Parks for Potential Partnerships

VICTORIA
PARK GARDEN

PARK

MCSPADDEN
PARK

WOODLAND
PARK

GRANDVIEW
WOODLANDS

Option 2: Partnerships
The second option is to look at possibilities for shared service provision and cooperation across existing 
organizations and facilities.

Population Map

The percentage of Aboriginal people 
in Vancouver has been mapped to 
investigate the appropriateness of 
the current location of the Friendship 
Centre. The population map shows 
that large concentrations of Aboriginal 
people live in the area in and around 
the Friendship Centre. Hence, the 
Centre is in a strategic and useful 
location in terms of reaching a signifi-
cant number of Aboriginal people. 

Population Map

Aboriginal Organisations Map

The Centre is also well located in 
regard to other Aboriginal organiza-
tions, as shown by the map. There 
are over 150 Aboriginal organisations 
and services in Vancouver. The Ab-
original Friendship Centre has exist-
ing relationships with approximately 
twenty-three Aboriginal organizations. 
Opportunities for further partnerships 
with these organizations may include 
programming, sports services and 
shared facilities. The Executive Direc-
tor is aware of this option and has 
already begun to investigate what is 
possible in terms of future partner-
ships.

Aboriginal Organizations Map

Existing Park Map

The Friendship Centre needs open space for recreation, outdoor events and sports. The map of the existing 
parks in the area shows that there is potential to link to the green open spaces around the Centre for outdoor 
activities. For this to happen, there would need to be a partnership with the City of Vancouver Parks Depart-
ment. The Executive Director has already initiated a relationship with the Parks Department.

Acquiring Site for Outdoor Park Space

There is a lack of parks near the Friendship Centre and a high population of Aboriginal people using services 
in the area. There may be an opportunity to lobby the Parks Department for the Centre’s own green space.

Existing Parks Map
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Option 3: Alterations to the existing building 

A desire has been expressed to expand on the indoor space available for functions and sporting events, 
which are held in the existing gym. The adjacent parking lot offers an opportunity to build either an extension 
of the gym, or an additional room flexible for these activities.

The gym currently opens up to an existing small verandah. This is regularly used as a social area, and has 
potential to be enlarged and strengthed. The parking spots could potentially be relocated elsewhere, provid-
ing space for open garden and native vegetation. A possibility also exists to incorporate community gardens 
for social and environmental interaction.

Option A: Large Verandah and Open Space

This option comprises a full length sheltered area and an open garden space along the side and to the front. There is potential to build a winter 

community garden to encourage interaction between the elders and youth.

Option B: Small Traditional Longhouse

A smaller longhouse built using traditional methods will provide a cultural education tool and evoke a ceremonial effect. The outdoor porch pro-

vides a stage area for outdoor performances, and there is a small slice of green open space towards the street.

Option C: Large Modern Longhouse Extension

The extension takes the form of a modern interpretation of a Longhouse, where timber partition walls between the gym and the Longhouse open up to 

create one large undercover area.

Concept drawing
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Option 4: Major redevelopment of the existing building
The design outlines multiple scenarios within the drawings.  This is a strategy to give the Friendship Centre a 
number of options from which they can choose design ideas that may be of help in the future.   

The major design intervention is create atriums that let in light and create two axis that extend from the Chief 
Simon Baker room.  This identifies this room as of primary importance.  The front façade has been influenced 
by drying racks and creates a public identity for the building, using larger totem poles to bring attention to the 
entrance.  

A second storey is created to allow for expansion and replacement of existing services displaced by altera-
tions to the ground floor.  A significant outdoor green space is created on the second story that relates to the 
nearby water and allows views of the mountains to the north. The main design goals are to improve the light, 
orientation and encourage the architecture to support the strong identity of the existing community within the 
Aboriginal Friendship Centre.

Proposed basement floor plan Proposed main floor plan

Proposed second floor plan (option 1) Proposed second floor plan (option 2)

This design uses a ‘sliding puzzle’ strategy to allow for alterations to take 
place in one section of the Centre at a time. This approach would minimise 
disruption to activities at the Centre while renovations took place.

This image illustrates the inclusion of green spaces on the second and 
third floors respectively, and the long skylights that extend along the axis 
of the Chief Baker room.

Perspective of a new roof space that allows connection and views to water 
and mountains north.

A design scenario that uses large timber members on the front to unite 
to facade. They can be carved, painted or left as timber.

This images shows how the front entrance is emphasized by the inclu-
sion of two larger totem elements and the facade on the right is treated 
differently on the added second story to filtrate the northern light.

Detail of hanging facade structure, showing how the timber elements cre-
ate a different image or effect from different directions. Like lenticular post 
cards or images, which show different images from different directions. 
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Option 5: Design for the creation of a new building

Despite being outside of the current scope of works for the centre, this section examines the possibilities for 
a completely new design either for the existing site or a new site to be acquired at a future date. Addition-
ally, it aims to open up new possibilities for the centre that may not have been previously considered such as 
organizational and formal principles based on traditional models and feedback from the community.
     
The main focus here is to develop an ideal organizational arrangement that has the potential to bring areas 
of the community closer together and ensure that the centre runs as smoothly as possible. The introduction 
of influences from traditional aboriginal building models aids this by suggesting organizational structures that 
are well know and easily recognizable by the community. Examples of this are the form of the Long House 
as an example of a formal model that also implies a hierarchy in the community and the creation of gathering 
spaces in between buildings.
     
In the future the community will be able to develop and improve on the initial ideas presented here in order to 
build a Friendship Centre that becomes a gathering point and an icon for the community.
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NEW PROGRAM INDICATED BY STARS

EXISTING AND NEW SPACE REQUIREMENTS FOR PROGRAM

Existing and new space requirenments for program (new program indicated by stars (*)

320.00 sq ft

1,500.00 sq ft

6,000.00 sq ft

500.00 sq ft

4,800.00 sq ft

1,750.00 sq ft

300.00 sq ft

380.00 sq ft

5,600.00 sq ft

1,200.00 sq ft

850.00 sq ft

1,500.00 sq ft

1,000.00 sq ft

550.00 sq ft

1,600.00 sq ft1,500.00 sq ft

3,300.00 sq ft

1,500.00 sq ft

500.00 sq ft

1,500.00 sq ft

1,625.00 sq ft

1,650.00 sq ft1,650.00 sq ft

1,000.00 sq ft

6,400.00 sq ft

CEREMONIAL SPACE

ENTRANCE/LOBBY - OUTDOOR

SHOP

GYM

ELDER SPACE

PLAYGROUND

RECEPTION/LOBBY - INDOOR

CAFE

GALLERY

OFFICE/ADMIN.

KITCHEN

TRAINING ROOMSDAYCARE

THEATER ROOM RECORDING STUDIO

ARTIST'S STUDIOKAYA

ARIES EDUCATION CENTER

COUNSELING SPACE

DROP-IN SPACE*

MEETING ROOMS

CHIEF SIMON BAKER ROOM

EMPLOYMENT ACCESSWOMEN AND CHILDREN'S SPACE

UNDERGROUND PARKING

BUILDING 1 - FRIENDSHIP CENTER PROGRAMS

BUILDING 2 - RENTED SPACES

BUILDING 3 - PUBLIC BUILDING 4 - PUBLIC

PROGRAM GROUPS AND

CONNECTIONS

Program groups and connections

PROGRAM DISTRIBUTED USING

CONNECTION MAPPING

Program distributed using connection mapping

EACH OF 4 PROGRAM GROUPS

SHELTERED IN A LONGHOUSE FORM

Each of 4 program groups sheltered in a longhouse form

275'-0"

1
2
0
'-
0
"

RECORDING

STUDIO

UNDERGROUND PARKING GYM

THEATER

ROOM

CEREMONIAL

SPACE

BASEMENT FLOOR PLAN

basement floor plan
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50'-0"25'-0"

COUNSELING

SPACE

KITCHEN

GALLERY

OFFICE/

ADMIN.

ENTRY

CHIEF SIMON

BAKER ROOM

ARTIST'S

STUDIO

RECEPTION/

LOBBY

MEETING

ROOMS

ELDER

SPACEDROP-IN

SPACE*

CAFE SHOP
KAYA

OPEN TO BELOW OPEN TO BELOW

FIRST FLOOR PLAN (GROUND FLOOR)

main floor plan

ARIES EDUCATION

CENTER

WOMEN AND

CHILDREN'S

SPACE

EMPLOYMENT

ACCESS

TRAINING

ROOMSDAYCARE

PLAYGROUND

OPEN TO BELOW OPEN TO BELOW

ROOF DECK

SECOND FLOOR PLAN

second floor plan
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Conclusion

Angela Pitts, University of Sydney, Australia
Anya Georgijevic, University of British Columbia, Canada
Barnaby Bennett, Victoria University, New Zealand
Bill Peter, PNG University of Technology, Papua New Guinea
Julie Halama, Rhode Island School of Design, United States
Gabrielle Kuiper, University of Sydney, Australia
Pinida Chanthong, King Monkut’s University of Technology, Thonburi, Thailand
Mark Kingsley, University of Sheffield, United Kingdom
Nathan Etherington, University of Sydney, Australia
Neha Soni, Center for Environmental Planning & Technology, India
Wendy Li, University of Melbourne, Australia
Yu Tsuji, California College of the Arts, United States
Tutors/Mentors:
Dillon Kombumerri, Merrimba Design, Australia
Patrick Stuart, Patrick Stuart Architects, Canada
Genevieve Blanchett, University of Sydney, Australia
Nathanial Corum, Red Feather Development Group, Canada 
Alison Wolanski, Busby Perkins Will, Canada.

Project Team

Appendix:

Global Studio at the UN World Urban Forum

UN World Urban ForumThis report and associated Powerpoint presentation, storyboards and CD of documents and photos have 
been provided to the Vancouver Aboriginal Friendship Centre Society (VFACS) in order to contribute to dis-
cussions about the future of the Centre building and surroundings. The Global Studio Friendship Group has 
provided information, including maps, sketches, plans and diagrams on five suggestions for ways in which 
the Centre could develop in the future. We do not offer any recommendations as to which of these sugges-
tions will be the most appropriate. We simply offer our work to the VFACS in the hope that it will be of assis-
tance.
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pps: r   people places situation: response

‘people, places, situations: response_06’ is a multidisciplinary examination of architecture’s role in restoring the loss of 
place experienced during crises of political + ecological disaster, exile and the seeking of asylum, indigenous disposses-

sion, homelessness and urban poverty.   

The overarching thematic of pps:r_06 is displacement, and the role of the designer in the loss & reconstruction of home.  

pps:r_06 Vancouver takes its lead from Global Studio and similarly invokes Malinowski’s advice to the anthropologists: 

‘Professionals must come down from the verandah, and into the hut, the tent and the slum.  They should not aim to go na-
tive, but to imaginatively examine the worlds that slum residents inhabit, and find linkages with their own skills that can be 

of assistance.’  

The intent of pps:r_06 was to relate the stories of displaced populations. Located in the context of the Downtown Eastside 
of Vancouver, a problematic area with a high percentage of the local population living below the poverty line, the exhibition 

challenged architects with a variety of responses to the fields of displacement; Urban Poverty, Indigenous Displacement, 
Disasters and Refugees.

The exhibition challenged the ownership and use of public space.  

Global Studio Vancouver Program 

Shigeru Ban Lecture
UN World Urban Forum 
 : GUIC (Growing up in Cities) WUF Youth Reception, Fairmont Hotel
 : Millennium University Roundtable
 : Working towards the MDGS: the Global Studio Model”
World Planners Congress
 : Interprofessional events, Supersaturday
Planners for tomorrow Student Conference 
Museum of Anthropology tour
Film “Where Strangers Become Neighbours” + commentary by Leonie Sandercock
Sightseeing: Granville Island Restoration; False Creek- market and social housing; aqua bus to Aquatic Centre, walk along sea 
wall to English Bay.
Video Monster Lounge, 1Cordova St, cnr. Carrall St. 
Centre A Gallery (cnr Hastings and Carrall St  -Yoko Ono exhibit)
 : PPS: R exhibition launch and a downtown welcome to Global Studio.
 : Exhibition site: street hoardings, Hastings St, between Cambie and Carrall; Parking Stop Gallery, Cordova St. 
Situating the Global Studio project:
 : film: ‘Vancouverism’ by Julie Bogdanowicz
 : talk by David Eby, Pivot Legal Society
 : visit Strathcona Community Gardens followed by walk to Commercial Drive and street fair. 
 : Site sample guided tour of Hastings St in four sections
 : (downtown, Strathcona; Hastings-Sunrise; Grandview –Woodlands) 
 : ‘Reading ‘Hastings St, pin-up and discussion;  Project studio groups posted
 : Presentation by Nathan Eddleston, Vancouver City Planner
Introduction to Global Studio program: Working with communities- introduction to projects
 : Meetings with community groups and working arrangements with groups
 : student charrette – 3 propositions proposed by each group
 : Vancouver City Council public hearing on the Whitecaps Stadium
 : Mid project review: GS draft charter; ethics and GS, for further discussion at Future Directions Forum
 : West Coast Night, friendship Centre
 : Project review: in house and invited guests- local architects, planners, community centre leaders
 : Public events for each project commencing at 425 Carrall St studio
 : Global Studio Vancouver farewell at Stanley Park ; GSV future directions ratification
 : Project copies given to communities
People Building Better Cities. 
 : Round Table on Research, Action and the Future of Global Studio
 : Ellliot Sclar: Planning in the Global Studio Context 
 : Alison Wolanksi: Architecture and Resistance in Ghana
 : Sandy Hirshen and Richard Evans:  The Stadium and the Waterfront
 : Joe Wei and Yijin Wei: Past, present and possible futures: Chinatown
 : Nathan Edelson: The Downtown Eastside: the city’s approach
 : Graham Bristol: Architecture and Human Rights
 : Garth Klein: Potential projects for Global Studio 2007, Johannesburg
 : Damon Rich: Centre for Urban Pedagogy, artists and policy makers creating publicity for public housing
 : Helena Sandman: Senegal Womens Centre
 : Nathaniel Corum: Straw Bale houses
 : Julia Molloy: Presentation Potential: the Caracas example 
Presentations and Future Directions Forum and final presentations to the community

global studio and others joining in artist unknownwhat is public art?

street display street display public advice
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pps: r

DISASTER 
REFUGEES 

URBAN POVERTY 
INDIGENOUS DISPOSESSION 

people, places, situations: response 
a multi-site exhibition of designed responses to four crises of displacement

West Hastings St, Vancouver B.C. beginning 19 June 2006 
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1: FILM FESTIVAL 
     Our Place, Our 

Country:  
     Aboriginal Australia on 

film
     Spartacus Books 

     319 West Hastings 
Street

     19-21 June 8:00 pm 
start. 

     FREE ADMISSION

2: PPS:R 
EXHIBITION
          Outdoor exhibition of  
designed responses to four 

crises of displacement.
     On street frontages of 

West Hastings St, between  
     Cambie and Carrall 

Streets.
     Opens 19 June 

 

3: VIDEO 
INSTALLATION
 Urban (dis)placement 

compares Indigenous 
Australian and 

Canadian 
understanding of home. 

The Parking Spot  
8 Cordova St

14-22 June Daily

 2006 PARTNERS

 2006 SPONSORS

IN CONJUNCTION 

The 7.6 magnitude earthquake that struck Pakistan on 
October 8 2005 is widely regarded as the most devastating natural 
disaster in Pakistan’s history. An estimated 80 000 people were 
killed and some 3 million people were rendered homeless. Over 
200 000 homes were destroyed and nearly the same number were 
severely damaged. These figures are likely to climb due to the 
continued presence of aftershocks ranging from magnitude 
5.0–6.0.

Emergency Architects arrived in the Kashmir region of 
Pakistan on October 12 to assist the victims of the earthquake. 
Taking into account the magnitude of the disaster and the particularly 
difficult terrain, their first action was to provide tents to temporarily 
rehouse almost 800 people from several villages in the area.

The next action was to design and install provisional shelters 
with the local people, which provided protection against further 
aftershocks as well as utilising materials which could be reused 
when the time comes to rebuild more durable structures. This phase 
of the work has been supported by the WWF, due to the close prox-
imity of a nature reserve to the site.

At the request of UN Habitat, ERRA (Earthquake Rehabilita-
tion and Reconstruction Authority) and PPAF (Pakistan Poverty 
Alleviation Fund), Emergency Architects carried out an on-site 
evaluation of construction damage in the rural areas and performed a 
cartographic survey of the six larger affected cities in the region. 
Buildings are classified into three groups; Dangerous, Habitable and 
Potentially rebuildable. Reconstruction plans are prepared in 
accordance to the financial compensation available to victims from 
the government according to the level of damage incurred.

Within the framework of the PPAF program, Emergency Architects 
trained site evaluation teams of engineers and social organisers to 
assess 24 000 houses in 251 villages – representing 6-10% of the 
affected zone. Further training sessions are being carried out.

Within the framework of the ERRA program, Emergency 
Architects trained military teams of engineers who will carry out the 
remainder of the evaluations of the affected zones. 187 military 
engineers were trained in the first two sessions. 

Working in conjunction with local and federal governments and the 
victims themselves, Emergency Architects have developed a rebuild
assistance program which provides sufficient materials to help 
victims survive the harsh winter in good health, the repair of traditional 
housing, contributions toward economic recovery and aiding the 
speedy return of children to school.

Emergency 
Architects:
PakistanISLAMABAD : THE EXTENT OF THE DAMAGE

WITHIN DAYS OF THE EARTQUAKE EA PROVIDED IMMEDIATE SHELTER FOR MANY OF THE VICTIMS

EA MEMBER WORKING WITH TRAINED TEAMS OF MILITARY ENGINEERS TO ASSESS DAMAGE

EA MEMBERS WORKING WITH LOCALS TO CONSTRUCT PROVISIONAL, EARTHQUAKE RESISTANT  SHELTERS EA MEMBER PERFORMING AN ONSITE DAMAGE SURVEY WITH LOCAL TRAINEE AND HOMEOWNER

EA MEMBER CARRYING OUT ONSITE DAMAGE INSPECTION

Mapiou Mun: A Sudanese Refugee Story

For more than 22 years conflict between Muslim Arabs and Southern Christians has 

ravages Sudan.  The most active group of Muslim Arabs in the conflict is known 

as Al-Mujahideen.  In Arabic, Al-Mujahhideen translates to the active ones and the 

group regarded as those who spread the word of Islam.  Unfortunately in Sudan, 

violent methods have been used.  Such means include the opening of gunfire on 

Christian churches in congregation, the assassination of Christian leaders and their 

families, the bombings of towns and villages and other war crimes of rape and 

torture.

In 1996, Al-Mujahideen soldiers were trained by Osama Bin Laden while he was 

living in Sudan and for many years, Saddam Hussein supplied Al-Mujahideen with 

weapons.  In the meantime, the southern population has had little means to fight 

back.  To the Al-Mujahideen, the south of Sudan is regarded as the ‘door to Africa,’ 

and once conquered, Islam can continue to spread through the continent.  Over two 

million southern Sudanese have been killed so far.

Mapiou Mun is a preacher from Sudan.  As a Christian leader he was a target for the 

Al-Mujahideen.  in 1991, Mapiou fled his home in Duk Padiet, a small town in the

city of North Bor in the Upper Nile area and sought refuge in neighboring Kenya.

‘I fled. I kept away.  I was running from the enemy.’

In doing so he was forced to leave behind his wife, Mary Madel Nyanluak Mapiou 

Mun and first-born child Ayen Mapiou Mun.  The conditions of his flight include little 

and often no food for days, and on top of enemy dangers, the dangers of wild ani-

mals as he traveled desert roads at night.  Mary and Ayen stayed with his brother, 

Manyang Mn and his wife Akuch Lul Nyok.  In late 1991, Mary left 3 year old Ayen 

in the care of Manyang and Akuch to follow Mapiou to Kenya.  They reunited on the 

border, in the city of Narus, 1st January 1992.

The couple were to stay in Kenya, at Kakuma refugee camp for the next 12 years.  

Over these years, Mapiou and Mary had another 6 children; however, conditions

were still volatile.  In the refugee camp, they were attacked by the Turkana people.  

These were tribal Kenyan people, paid by Al-Mujahideen to attack the camp, specifi-

cally the church compounds at night.  On 25th August 1997, there was an attack in 

the church compound in which one priest was killed and another seriously injured.

Mapiou remembers several such attacks in his time in Kakuma.

Even in the Kenyan refugee camp, Mapiou’s life was threatened.  Mapiou sought 

refuge in Australia and in July 2002, applied for a Humanitarian Visa with his six 

younger children and wife.  His eldest, 13 year old Ayen was still with his brother, 

Manyang in Duk Padiet.

Al-Mujahideen had not stopped searching for Mapiou.  In 2002 they found Man-

yang who was caring for Mapiou’s child and his own family.  Al-Mujahideen killed 

Manyang for being the brother of a preacher.  Akuch took the children and fled to 

Kakuma refugee camp to meet Mary and Mapiou; Ayen was reunited on 11th No-

vember 2002 with her parents and met her younger brothers and sisters for the first 

time.  However, her family reunion was a short one.  Mapiou’s application for the 

family’s Australian Humanitarian Visa was approved in July 2003 and no additions 

could be made to the visa.  After 12 years living in Kakuma refugee camp, Mapiou, 

Mary and their 6 younger children left Kenya 

for Sydney.

Ayen stayed in Kenya for over one year whilst 

DNA tests were performed to prove the fact 

that she was the daughter of Mapiou.  Whilst 

in Australia Mapiou became a pastor in the 

Church of Christ in Berala. The church spon-

sored Ayen’s flights and for her to board 

in an English school in Nairobi until it was 

possible or her to migrate.  Today, Mapiou 

lives in Berala with his wife Mary and all of 

his children.  They are involved in a constant 

effort to help their loved ones out of conflict.

Zaki, student at RMIT, design proposal for slums affected by flooding jakarta

Emergency Architects responding to earthquake in Pakistan

Amanda Pluvis, Architect, Mock Design Competition, Protest

Penn International, Writers in Detention Committee

Mapiou Mun, story of a Sudanese Refugee

Curator: Genevieve Blanchett 
Producer: Jennifer van den Bussche
Team Member: Kate Ferguson
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