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Global Studio was spearheaded by the United Nations Millennium Project Task Force on Improving the Lives 
of Slum Dwellers in 2004, and has been developed by Universities. Through participatory design and plan-
ning Global Studio addresses the need for design professionals to learn to work effectively with communities 
experiencing disadvantage or social exclusion, with the overall aim of developing more equitable, sustainable 
and liveable environments. A key question for Global Studio is how can city building professionals contribute to 
the implementation of the Millennium Development Goals. Global Studio is an on-going teaching and research 
project and aims to provide opportunities for new modes of professional education and practice with policy and 
research implications as well as possibilities for developing networks and partnerships. Global Studio Vancou-
ver (2006) was preceded by Global Studio Istanbul (2005).  The Witswatersrand University, Johannesburg will 
host global Studio South Africa in 2007.
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Global Studio Vancouver :

 
Global Studio Vancouver (GSV) brought together 90 students, teachers and practitioners of architecture, planning, land-

scape architecture, industrial design, community development and international relations from over 15 countries, to take 

part in the United Nations World Urban Forum: Sustainable Cities: Turning Ideas onto Action  (June 19-23), and other 

related events. The Global Studio workshop (June 25-30) focussed on participatory design and planning approaches, and 

culminated in an event (July 2) to engage the public in a dialogue on possible futures. A Future Directions Forum was held 

on July 3. In addition GSV participants developed pps:r (people, places, situations, response), a public art exhibit on Hast-

ings St, between Abbott and Carrall St.

GSV was based at the University of British Columbia downtown studio at 425 Carrall St. 

Global Studio Vancouver challenges   

Can participatory design and planning contribute to improving people’s lives?

Can Global Studio put its skills at the service of communities?

Can Global Studio add value to the already much investigated downtown eastside?

Can Global Studio help turn ideas into action?

Can Global Studio develop skills and knowledge that participants can take home and apply?

A contextual challenge

Can Global Studio carry out its work in the context of the six principles for sustainable communities in Vancouver?

•.Good and plentiful jobs close to home

• Mixed use corridors accessible to all

• Five minute walking distance 

• Access to natural areas and parks

• Lighter, greener, cheaper, smarter infrastructure

• Different housing types (i.e. social and economic mix, with access to same services)

Community Groups Consulted for Student Projects

• Vandu (Vancouver Drug Users) women’s group 

• Vancouver Aboriginal Friendship Centre

• Strathcona Revitalisation Committee

• Waterfront Coalition

• Chinatown Revitalisation Committee

Initial questions 

• What do people like/dislike about the area?

• What would improve their lives?

• What physical changes would help improve their lives?

• Does the group have a vision for the future?

• What is the political/planning/historical context?

Outcomes

Various design ideas for action have been developed. This document covers the following:  the context, listening to the 

community; proposals and ideas for action; policy and implementation recommendations; strategies for further develop-

ment by communities, and refl ections on the process.

Our sincere thanks to the Downtown Eastside communities for their welcome and generosity, includ-
ing Centre A Gallery, and to the School of Architecture and Landscape Architecture at the University of 
British Columbia for making the Carrall St studio available.

Anna Rubbo and Mari Fujita 
Convenors, Global Studio Vancouver

Global Studio Vancouver team
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Introduction :
Our “Strathcona” Global Studio group consisted of seven students with academic backgrounds in architec-
ture, industrial design and urban planning, from Canada, India, Papua New Guinea, Australia, and the United 
States.  Our diverse academic and cultural backgrounds forced us to quickly re-evaluate archetypal notions of 
standard professional practice, and the creation of a short animation—a medium unfamiliar to all group partici-
pants—provided us with the opportunity to focus our conversations and explore new ways of creating, sharing 
and learning. 

While other groups were designing open space layouts, architectural forms, and recommendations for com-
munity services, the Strathcona Group spent considerable time debating how we could apply our collective 
academic skills and interests to a stop motion animation in a matter of days and in a manner that might impact 
the whole of Strathcona community and similar communities across the globe. The challenge was to initiate 
discussion without attempting to represent the whole of Strathcona, and to create a product that was not a 
solution.

The group was small, ½ to ⅓ the size of the other Global Studio projects, and thus permitted a dynamic for 
valuable group debate and internal collaboration without the logistical and organizational constraints that large 
groups bring.  While the small size was signifi cantly important for the group’s cohesion it was a constraint in re-
gards to the available manpower.   Another constraint was the decision to use the stop motion technique as the 
fi lm style, an extremely time and labour intensive process which restricted the group’s opportunity to consider 
complimentary projects that may have further emphasised the group’s themes of community interdependence 
and the impact of social barriers and the importance of community identity.  

Global Studio was paired with two local artists, Jamie Robson and Maya Ercsan; collectively known as Me-
diaUndefi ned.  MediaUndefi ned is an organisation rooted by their belief in collaborative community engage-
ment and cross-disciplinary artistic practices.   The GS team also relied on information and guidance from the 
Strathcona Revitalization Committee and the Strathcona Business Improvement Association.  

The Strathcona Revitalization Committee is a coalition of organizations in the Strathcona community, including 
the Strathcona and RayCam community centres, the Strathcona Business Improvement Association, resident 
groups, school parent advisory committees, religious and cultural organizations, which collectively act as a 
powerful forum to lobby for improvements and work together on common interests. The Strathcona Business 
Improvement Association represents business and property owners in the Strathcona area who contribute their 
collective resources and efforts to support local economic development. 

The project brief was originally set out to select locations in the neighbourhood that were of particular inter-
est to the group members and then investigate, through conversations with neighbouring residents and mer-
chants, the past and current stories associated with the locations.  The group was to identify, through the 
residents’ perspectives, what would improve the daily life experience of people in the neighbourhood.  

Project Brief:



Storyboard

Process :
The original brief posed important questions to the 
group regarding The Global Studio’s mission.   How 
could a three minute animation ‘assist the bottom 
twenty per cent of people in cities?’  How could 
it work towards ‘improving economic, social and 
environmental sustainability through participatory 
planning and design processes?’  How could it 
‘create positive social change?’   How could group 
members apply their collective skills to the project?  
 
Perhaps the largest constraint for all of the Global 
Studio groups was the limited amount of time that 
was available to interact with members of the com-
munity, to walk the streets and explore the alleys, 
appreciate the historical fabric, and comprehend the 
intricate economic forces at play.   The Strathcona 
Group immediately took on the task of exploring 
the streets stretching from Prior Street to Railway 
Street, and from Clark Drive to Gore Avenue and 
speaking with as many people as possible in the 
available amount of time.  It quickly became ap-
parent that the community members (business 
owners, employees, residents, service providers, 
city offi cials, etc) had very different perceptions of 
how Strathcona was defi ned and what it needed 
to “increase the vitality of the neighbourhood and 
improve the quality of the life for its residents.” 

Collectively the Strathcona Group spoke to a variety of 
community voices:
- Retail owners located on Hastings Street
- Employees of service organisations located in 
Strathcona
- Local artists
- Local residents
- The homeless 
- Preschool and primary schools 
- Residents living North of Hastings Street
- Residents living South of Hastings Street
- Strathcona Community Centre
- Strathcona Business Improvement Association
- Strathcona Revitalisation Committee

The group focused efforts to translate this informa-
tion into themes that could be harnessed to benefi t the 
community:
- There are many physical, economic and social 
divides that appear to fragment the neighbourhood.  
- There are many different conceived notions of 
who Strathcona is and where Strathcona lies.  
- Those elements which the group felt were barri-
ers in the community could also be deconstructed and 
seen as potential vehicles for connections.

Through many debates over the vision of the project, a 
list of the group’s collective principles emerged.   These 
principles guided the formation of the project and the 
direction of the animation:
- Being foreigners who have only spent a small 
fragment of time absorbing local knowledge, it is im-
possible to fully “represent” the community; the group 
could only articulate its own perceptions.  
- A more informed awareness of the whole com-
munity and its history was needed before considering 
solutions to improve Strathcona.
 

While the group challenged the assumption that the 
Strathcona area, as defi ned by local business or resi-
dential associations or the City of Vancouver, needed 
or desired to be a more cohesive population, we did 
ultimately conclude that there were justifi able econom-
ic, political and social grounds for why the community 
of Strathcona would be stronger as a more intercon-
nected community. For example, while the extensive 
neighbourhood drug activity was cited as problematic 
by many of our interviewees, these groups also rec-
ognized that removal of the drug problem might also 
result in increased development attention and higher 
costs of living for the numerous renters.

The Film: “Conversations” 

The group felt that it was more signifi cant to focus 
on the process and inherent diffi culties and con-
tradictions involved in understanding and trying to 
“represent” a community.  These are issues faced 
by planners and architects in their day to day pro-
fessional duties.  As a result the group chose not 
to demand outcomes, policies, designs, or recom-
mendations and instead it explored the contrasts 
between how professionals see a community and 
how the community sees itself and questioned the 
assumptions found in the process of generalising 
the needs of a neighbourhood.

Group storyboarding exercise

Sarah illustrating the bus scene Rosemary taking still images of the fi lm



To create a stop-motion animation, the group used 
the themes extracted from the interviews and 
research of Strathcona to create a story board. No 
member of the group had previously created an 
animation or used storyboarding to layout a project. 

The fi lming process began by groups of two ani-
mating each scene.  Using materials like construc-
tion paper, photocopies and drawing, the images 
were made by hand. To create the illusion of mo-
tion, each image was captured by still camera and 
physically moved to the next image. 
Because stop-motion animation is a slow, physical 
process of fi lming, the group continued to debate 
throughout the two-day fi lming. Much care was 
taken to produce each image and solidify that every 
transition refl ected the group’s themes of com-
munity interdependence and the impact of social 
barriers and the importance of community identity. 
While quicker methods of fi lmmaking may produce 
a lengthier fi lm, the stop-motion method ensures 
deliberation in every image and motion.

The fi lm was designed to encourage the process of 
understanding the community and to encourage de-
cision makers and the community to explore itself.  
It is important to give the community the capacity to 
tell others who they are and what they want through 
local projects because local specialized knowledge 
is signifi cant in decision making. 

From Top:
Rosemary and Amanda lay ing out fl ipbooks

Group soryboarding exercise
Kate  shooting still images for animation

Strategy for Furthering Project :
The project recommends giving Strathcona and all 
communities the capacity to tell their story.  The proj-
ect acts as a ‘model’ to initiate ‘conversations’ within a 
society; it is a realization of the fact that every section 
of a society has a role and contributes to the commu-
nity as a whole. Some of the public responses received 
at the Saturday night screening articulated this point: 
that the movie can very well be shown in any part of 
the world and would help sensitize people on the issue 
of community level integration. It is expected that the 
movie sees a multitude of varied audiences and creates 
the same questions and conversations wherever it is 
shown.

The idea of using public spaces to generate interest for 
social causes took a new dimension with the project. As 
mentioned above, the outside event in a space which 
demands greater attention and on a street which is in 
need of economic assistance did bring together dif-
ferent sections of the Strathcona society.  The group 
strongly believes that further public events using similar 
spaces would provide opportunities for increased social 
cohesion as long it is recognized that the success of an 
event is not just the space but also the methods used to 
ensure an inclusionary invitation and advertising pro-
cess.

The efforts of Strathcona Revitalisation Committee to 
bring in people invested in the area should continue.  
Their current focus is to encourage artists into vacant 
retail shops with they will bring not only an aesthetic 
value but an emotional investment as well.  There are 
concerns that as the community changes the artists and 
others who have laid down the framework for commu-
nity concern will be pushed out of the area by the next 
succession of residents.  It is unknown if this process 
could or should happen but it should be explored and 
questioned.

Stop-motion animation was a challenging com-
munication tool but perhaps useful to suggest that 
important community issues can be tackled in mul-
tiple ways with multiple forms of activism.  Visuals 
used in the fi lm could be interpreted in many ways 
and although this gives it strength it also gives it 
weakness.  The tool used to communicate must be 
chosen based on the audience.  Some people will 
not respond to a stop-motion animation fi lm tech-
nique because concrete ideas are shown in a more 
abstract way.  

The process and techniques of using fi lm have the 
potential to be an important educational tool for 
professionals.  This project involved student from 
strictly design/ solution based professions and 
creating something new – ‘a movie’ gave them a 
way to explore a new media, and in the process 
they forget their inhibitions and stereotypes towards 
a wider goal of communicating with the society. The 
exercise is a good initiation to involve architecture/
design/planning professionals to explore the arts 
and fi lm as tools for social integration.

The web blog that was created by MediaUndefi ned 
for use during the project has been an effective 
tool for sharing ideas during the project. The blog 
will hopefull act as a forum for generating future 
feedback on the team’s use of the fi lm in their home 
cities and will help introduce improvisations in the 
process to make it more effective.  Further, it may 
serve as an evaluative tool, for participants to ap-
preciate, post project, the different stages of the 
work and the related frustrations relative to the fi n-
ished product.  For the Global Studio team, it was 
valuable to some to be able to articulate the ques-
tions they had, the information they had gathered 
from the community, and then to compare the highs 
and lows once the project had been wrapped up. 
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Film Stills :
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instances of fi ghts, have great respect towards children and elderly. 
the avenue carries the amazing contradiction of a childrens’ play 
area and a park which is full of people doping, coexisting side by 
side. The area also has Co-operative housing schemes which tend 
to attarct a lot of people in search for reasonable housing. Cornel a 
resident who has moved in last september, felt insecure intially, but 
now he feels attached to the whole space and bikes 10kms down to 
burnaby for work.
Another resident, Jack feels the issues of crime have been taken 
good care of in the past few years, although he misses the prosper-
ity and glamour of the past years.
A man working with the mentally ill senior citizens feels the sudden 
arrival of metally ill people from fraser river end (due to closing of 
the asylum there) in the streets of Strathcona and the un-restricted 
drug trade repelled people off from the area. The big wired bound-
aries and iron shutters everywhere tell the tale of the insecurity that 
lives in the mind of the people here.
Some people i met expressed their fear about the idea of free 
meals, as they felt it would encourage people to quit work and im-
merse themselves into addiction. Some felt the safe injection sites 
were an important step in helping people live with their addiction 
and gradually getting out of it?????????
The difference in typologies of building is very apparent in every 
block, but somehow the divide is strongly apparent in the north and 
south of east hastings street, with one side having detached hous-
ing as its primary feature and the other side full of lodges and social 
housing. 
The ‘neglect’ towards this area is very apparent in its streets and 
parks which somehow dont match up with the west area in terms of 
cleanliness and overall maintenance.
One idea that i feel could impove the area in getting back into the 
mainstream of Vancouver is the provision of a big public recreation 
centre which could draw people from all areas of vancouver and 
help create an environment of cohesiveness amongst the various 
communities.
Another idea would be to create a series of livelihood initatives 
within this area, so that the people dont need to move towards 
other areas for work. Making people stay in this area for their work 
hours will certainly help in creating a better communication between 
the people.
and by the way SARA has come up with a nice title for the project 
,that is- COMMUNICATION. the title aptly conveys the idea of par-
ticipation, between people,agencies, GSers and beyond……
looking forward to a great day tomorrow, as i have taken appoint-
ments from The Strathcona School, Mission Possible(a social 
organisation) and some locals and lodge workers to know more 
about the area.
ALLAHAFIZ(i like the arabic word, a nice way to say ‘god bless 
you’)
RAJ 

5. Kate Scott Says: 
June 27th, 2006 at 11:29 pm 
Hello there,
We just fi nished a big group meeting and are now going our sepa-
rate ways to mull over the ideas discussed. We had a good day to-
day, meeting a few people on the streets. Questions started to arise 
as to how to engage with the community in just one short afternoon, 
and how to address issues raised by a small minority of the com-
munity in a fi lm that will target issues of interest to the community at 
large, in Vancouver and internationally.
In our group discussions we summarized our interviews and tried 
to pull from them themes and issues that cut across the community 
regardless of income status or location. We realized that many of 

1. Raj Says: 
June 27th, 2006 at 12:56 pm 
hi guys,
this is Raj from india signing in. I feel the strathcona area has 
amazin possibilities lying unexplored in the alleys. The traffi c 
movement along the Hasting axis and the frequent Red-lights/
junctions can serve as locations for displays. The roughly plas-
tered blank wall sufaces can give texture to the projections. 

2. Kathleen Says: 
June 27th, 2006 at 12:57 pm 
Hey GSers,
Well it was a long day but I can’t wait to start talking to the people 
of Strathcona. The most important thing to me is to start with the 
people and how they feel about their neighbourhood. I would 
never want someone to come to where I live and tell me they 
know more about it than I do. I want our fi lms to get the community 
thinking and start a process that can hopefully continue after we 
leave.
Kathleen 

3. Rosemary Korawali Says: 
June 27th, 2006 at 1:05 pm 
hi Jamie & Maya
wow, im so excited to get into this whole project, however im still 
not sure what the focus areas are but I guess after hearing a talk 
today we will have some idea. there are lots of positive ways to 
get a message across to our viewers and get them impacted but 
again we still have to explore them. I was wonderin because im 
an architecture student where does the design aspect come into 
this..I gather that using fi lm another type of media, would help in 
communicating with people from the community with designers. 
Anyway thank you for choosing to work with us and i am lokking 
forward to producing something inspiring, effective and memo-
rable.
cheers Rosey 

4. Raj Says: 
June 27th, 2006 at 9:11 pm 
hi guys,
Long day today, i just went around the strathcona area looking 
around the lord strathcona school and then right across the hast-
ings to the jackson avenue,and saw a community which exists 
with all its abberations and security related fears and yet shares 
a strong bond that is hithreto unseen in the uptown condos of the 
west hastings.
one thing that everyone seemed to agree upon in the area was 
that the people inspite of having addiction issues and regular 

The web-blog at MediaUnDefi ned.com was a platform 
for the group to express its ideas and opinions and 
gave the group another way to interact beyond the 
person to person interaction at the studio. Presented 
below is an un-abridged, un-edited version of the blog-
posts.

the people we spoke with discussed overt or invisible separations 
between groups within Strathcona boundaries; How then to repre-
sent this in fi lm? 
The little vignettes/stories that came out of each interview revealed 
very specifi c yet generalizable sentiments that deal with issues 
of group independence; codependence and interconnectedness. 
We decided that the statement we would like to make is that each 
group within Strathcona is interconnected–in that any change that 
impacts one group will impact the other groups. For example, if the 
drug users are cleaned out in favor of development interests, rents 
will increase dramatically, perhaps forcing out small retail owners 
and the tight-knit residential communities to the South of hastings.
We are now going to play out the stories/overall themes/geographic 
conditions and concepts for the fi lm, sketching out ideas and further 
developing graphic ideas. Hopefully tomorrow we’ll fi nd out how to 
advance our idea while creating a compelling animation for both the 
local community and other communities. 

6. Kathleen Says: 
June 28th, 2006 at 2:25 am 
Hey everybody,
Today we really got to get out into Strathcona and see the place 
and talk to some of the people. I had a great talk with the Strath-
cona Community Centre programs director about how they see the 
community. 
But we all can agree we are still struggling with the concept of the 
project. Who are we making the video for and how will it be used? 
Why are the artists being brought into the community was it be-
cause there was a problem that they are a solution to? 
We want to involve the community in the changes that will occur 
with our without planners, architects, and designers. We want to 

look at an issue from many points of view and use fi lm as a way 
to communicate this.
We were told to choose an interesting location and talk to people 
about it and explore its past and present history. But we all 
struggled with this because what will this really do? This is not 
how we work normally in our fi elds. We want to put our own ideas 
into the project to do the Global Studio idea and ‘Put our ideas 
into action.’
We struggle with pushing our ideas and values onto a community 
we don’t know and how to properly engage and interact with this 
community. 
Maybe we should document the process of how our professions 
struggle in doing this and how we have struggled.
Sweet Dreams and see you bright and early to discuss.
Kathleen 

 
7. Sarah Churchill Says: 
June 28th, 2006 at 3:00 am 
What does the community of Strathcona want? I think that when 
I began this studio two days ago I assumed that this was an easy 
question and but now I’m back at square one. 
Who is the community? A few hours on the street observing and 
talking to residents, workers, shopkeepers in the Strathcona 
area was suffi cient to recognize that while there may exist very 
tight bonds within this community, they are very divided in what 
each group feels about how the direction the community is going 
in. When planners, architects, public offi cials, etc etc attempt to 
speak for this community how do they rationalize their responses? 
And what are the problems? As mentioned above, there are very 
different ideas as to where the sources of these issues lie: lack of 
housing, lack of jobs, security, prevalence of drugs, the injection 
center…. But before solutions are put on the table – we need to 
have some idea of what the problems are that we are trying to 
address. Otherwise we simply talk about the symptoms or worse, 
suggest “solutions” that further aggravate the situation. 
But, don’t interpret this inquiry as a negative take on the day. The 
resulting debate was educational and provocative. I’m looking 
forward to hearing more from this really fantastic group. 

8. alex Says: 
June 28th, 2006 at 12:12 pm 
This is my fi rst BLOG ever!!!!
I think most of all i felt i had a really hard time approaching peo-
ple. I guess i still question our presence in the community and feel 
very sensitive to becoming another academic group that comes 
in and studies the ‘freaks’ who live in poverty and then departs 
without any ‘real’ impact. I think, however, that this is an issue we 
all feel, and one diffi cult to address when it is essential to the proj-
ect. the time out walking around was actually amazing, and this 
surprised me to some degree. In retrospect i think i may have ap-
proached the project with the mindset that i had done this before 
and knew that i would get useful information out of the interviews, 
but that to elicit someone’s story takes time and trust and genuine 
frienship, and that this simply isn’t possible and somewhat offen-
sive to actually attempt this. i realized that even having lived here 
and worked and done outreach in the east side that i had never 
walked consecutively from main and hastings to the east 1500 
block. The space moved me more than the stories, yet the stories 
framed the entire space adding a layer that constantly fl uctuated 
in sometimes opposing and sometimes concert ways. it felt like 
what i imagine what the LA sprawl was like in the early 90’s/late 
80’s; blazing sun, closed storefronts, a main arterial highway 

Kathleen constructing a scene

The Blog :



running right through a bustling yet removed and disintegrated 
community while sex trade workers turned tricks under the bridge. 
It seemed like a somewhat surrealist moment in time. Kate’s deci-
sion to walk back to the studio through the alley just to the south 
of hastings proved to be the best decison ever. Met many folk who 
were more than willing to talk, saw the contrast between crack 
addicts, chain fences, community gardens, businesses that were 
operational yet closed on their hastings fronts, and experienced 
a truly beautiful architectural space of unobstructed views and 
telephone poles and wires framing the downtown in the distance. 
Still have blind hope that the movie will just emerge and be beauti-
ful, but think this also may have to do with not quite knowing what 
exactly our capabilities are with the stop motion animation. I think 
the boundaries of the medium and the time frame we have heavily 
infl uence our fi nal presentation and thus strategy. see y’all in the 
morning. i have faith it will happen. 

9. Kate Scott Says: 
June 28th, 2006 at 11:55 pm 
Finished our fi rst “charette” today — was pretty surprising to see 
the ways in which other groups were advancing solutions. I think 
that it gave us confi dence in our decision to heavily focus on the 
process, to identify themes raised by the interviews, and fi nally to 
raise questions about these themes in our short fi lm.
Today was information overload. We were all shown several 
examples of stop-motion animation–many of which were elegant, 
evocative and thoughtful. Then we shifted to storyboarding our 
own ideas. We all found a different way to represent the issues, 
focusing on different scales and different levels of detail. It was 
hard for us to identify a common aesthetic theme without falling 
into the trap of being too literal or representative. We’re shifting 
now to a more abstract aesthetic–one we feel will engage with the 
issues and be applicable for other cities.
The one thing that I’ve realized in this process is that in one year 
of architecture training, I have not developed architecture design 
skills (I’m okay with that). But more importantly, I have learned 
how to feel comfortable communicating ideas visually. This allows 
me to more easily work with groups, and I’m taking a lot more out 
of the process as a result. 
Everyone presented ideas that will be used in the fi nal presenta-
tion. Now it’s important for each of us to push individually and 
to push each other to develop a quality movie…without trying to 
present a “solution” targeted to enact reductionist (perhaps) and 
“positive”(?) change.

/k 
10. Raj Says: 
June 29th, 2006 at 3:17 am 
When there was nothing, God was there,
when there will be nothing, He still will exist;
i bear the folly of my existence,
had i not been, would it have mattered???????
I fi nished my day at Global Studio with the above lines of Ghalib-
the poet, constantly ringing in my head. It was a day full of self 
realisation, trying to understand the layers that exist within me, 
and then trying to imagine the overlap of people and the layers 
of thoughts and processes running in those minds. Its a Matrix of 
infi nite dimensions. The society is a complex system, beyond the 
relams of the imagination of analytical brains of architects and 
planners.
I tried to present a sarcasm laden story of an apple, personify-
ing it as a ‘health conscious’ school going kid, having lunch with 
his pretty ‘orange’ crush and having apples as their meal. The 

story fi nished with the worlds biggest food fad “an apple a day 
keeps the doctor away”; i feel in a way we all represent the apple, 
so engrossed in our fads(myths) that we forget that our lifestyles 
are all about relishing on the folly of someone deep down there in 
the social strata. what we forget is that we all are apples, and an 
apple a day can actually make you sick(that is,if ur body is sensitive 
enough).
I met with Strathcona school’s vice principal, and a resident who 
had migrated to this area some 15 yrs back from France.And they 
both seemed fi ne with the area,with all its problems and contradic-
tions. They both expressed concerns about the growing insensitivity 
and distance between communities and people, but then it is more 
of a global problem. The V.Principal kept telling about the under-
standing between people,police and society to make sure that the 
school area remained a safe heaven for the kids. The slower pace 
and humane scale of strathcona ensures that people are actually 
closer in this area than the rich and glamorous people living in 
those tall condos.
The french man kept mentioning the withered urbanscape of dow-
town eastside as representation of the tendency of people to move 
out of downtowns to greener pastures.The issues of security do 
bother the people here but they have somehow managed to co-ex-
ist and will keep doing so.
The last sentence of the ‘french-man ‘conversation is still fresh 
in my mind, that it is possible to live happily with limited means in 
vancouver, irrespective of your ethinicity and identities, and i feel its 
all that Vancouverism is all about.
Adios\
Raj 

11. alex Says: 
June 29th, 2006 at 1:19 pm 
feels like everything is starting to come together. I still remain 
hesitant about over representation and visually representing the 

community in a literal, identifi able way. This video needs to speak to 
everyone, and affect a broader audience. I feel that what we need 
to represent is a human condition, a condition of interaction, com-
munity, isolation, fear, barriers and contested spaces. How these 
different groups navigate through the strathcona area should easily 
ellicit ideas that we can all relate to about our own community, our 
own neighborhoods, our own interactions with others. Defi nitely 
glad that our group is smaller than others as the number of people 
seems to limit productivity and cohesion. It seems as if others in the 
studio are angry and frustrated, and it doesn’t appear that way with 
our group. Yay group! 

12. Raj Says: 
June 30th, 2006 at 2:43 am 
Its nearly 12 in the night, but the work is still on. It is amazing to see 
the shapes that are being captured as stills, start moving to reveal 
amazing stories. The technique of stop-motion animation is a very 
honest manifestation of the way various instances in life go to make 
an experience.
The coffee mug slowly gives way to a Chinese hut which further 
forms the community centre and the transition goes on, with the 
same elements grouping together and creating a multitude of inter-
dependent systems…………..
The community of Strathcona has always been a single united 
entity, and has the enormous potential of creating big changes, 
collectively.
Without divulging any further details about the movie, I will like to 
tell you all that the movie is a testimony to the spirit of unity and 
participatory approach for positive action. 

13. Administrator Says: 
June 30th, 2006 at 3:10 am 
I am so impressed with everyone’s hard work and patience with 
the project. I had a good couple of hours today when I was CON-
VINCED that tomorrow is saturday, when really it’s friday!!!! it was 
a couple of hours of quiet panic! but we’re actually in good shape, 
and I am soooo enjoying the blogs, such an immediate way to log 
our process. I really enjoyed Raj’s comment about how stop motion 
mirrors the way we can change the world around us. Each piece 
makes many tiny moves and collectively a change takes place. 
I Just got in it’s midnight, and from the blogs I understand that work 
is going on in the studio! hang in there everyone! 

14. Administrator Says: 
June 30th, 2006 at 3:11 am 
hahaha I didn’t realise I would appear as “administrator”
it’s me maya  
I hope everyone gets some good rest 

15. Rosemary Korawali Says: 
June 30th, 2006 at 2:41 pm 
Geez, it seems like some people have been really up to date with 
their blogs and I haven’t, oops sorry. well its friday and so much 
progress has taken place since my fi rst entry.
We went on tuesday and wednesday to the streets of Strathcona 
and tried to get a feel of what the neighbourhood was like with 
interviews of various people and observations and with photos and 
what we gathered was that people loved there communities not 
community but communities. It was interesting to see that strath-
cona had various tight knit communities because it is such a large 

neighbourhood. 
But the general feel that I gathered within those observations and 
interviews was that most on the south side of strathcona although 
loved their communitiy had some sense of fear and worry of 
safety. This was also apparent of the noth side as well. Many 
wanted the drug addicts to be cleaned up. The north side in my 
opening was really heart moving, I felt so sorry for those people 
but it’s gud to see that at some point they od have support from 
community centres, clinics, mission houses where free food is 
given. In my country this is non existent.
However I was talking to Moses a guy I interviewed and he said 
that eventhough people on the north side were more of the less 
fortunate he still felt safe and also people there loved their area. 
He rides through the neighborhood at odd hours of the night and 
still fi nds it safe. Something I also realised in general is that the 
percentage on attacks on people in Vancouver is very low unlike 
most places around the world. That is something so different and I 
guess good in many ways. 
So in general I thought that people like their communities just the 
way they are, and don’t realise that they all interconnect and are 
all interdependent on one another…..however some stressed that 
their should be more interaction of both. And this can take place 
on the one natural divider and that is Hastings St. I hope the BIA 
can look into turning Hastings St into a postive and interactive and 
non stereo type place where it can be enjoyed by all that live in 
the Strathcona Community.
Thanks Maya and Jamie for inspiring me and to the rest of the 
team members:
Kate, Kathlyn, Sarah, Amanda, Raj & Alex…..you all have con-
tributed a great deal to my interest of fi lm and I have been just so 
priveledged to be with you all and learn from you all. 
Cheers Rosey 

Raj Blogging

Maya and Jamie



versation starters.  These books were designed in a 
way where a scene from the fi lm was used to show one 
very specifi c and minute element of community; ques-
tions and key words written on the back were aimed 
at provoking another level of inquiry. These fl ip books 
apart from the fi lm were what the group gave back to 
community after the three days of observing, interview-
ing and collecting of data. 

The group also set up a sheet of paper on the build-
ing wall for feedback of the whole event in which some 
useful comments were being written. 

The event had created some positive actions from the 
community. These were:

• It tried to bring together the north and south 
Strathcona communities and to have them interact 
more on Hastings Street, which according to many 
observers acts as a natural divider.
• The event portrayed that while Strathcona faces 
many issues there are those that care about what goes 
on and what can be done to improve their lives in the 
neighbourhood and which they love.
• The vacant lot used was now seen as a poten-
tial area for screening fi lms for the whole neighbour-
hood.  At least two separate groups approached the 
Global Studio team to commend them on the use of the 
space and they themselves were already now con-
sidering how they might interact with the lot owner for 
future events.
 
The event Saturday night in the empty lot was a critical 
element of the participatory process.  The team group 
agreed that the most successful element of the screen-
ing was not the animation but rather the opportunity it 
presented to gather a diverse number of community 
members.  The animation hoped to start conversa-
tions about community issues and was a valuable tool 

Event :
The group selected a site on the corner of Jacksons 
and East Hastings Street where the site design al-
lowed the team to project the fi lm onto the wall of the 
neighbouring lot. 

The fi lm entitled Conversations was about the Strath-
cona Community. It screened on Saturday night 1st 
July, at 10pm and attracted a number of the Strath-
cona residents and many of the global studio partici-
pants. Screening the fi lm in a public location was to 
give something back to the community and to depict 
the real issues that the community faces on a daily 
basis. 

The fi lm lasted for about 3 minutes and continued to 
loop for over an hour. While screening, the Global 
Studio group conversed with residents, attempting 
to elicit responses to the fi lm and also to explain the 
group’s personal motivations. A barbeque was also 
set up providing a light snack but more importantly a 
physical element to bring the attendees together and 
facilitate the Global Studio team’s interaction with 
them.  

Apart from the fi lm, the team produced fl ip books 
which were distributed during the screening as con-

for the groups learning process.  It is also essential to 
point out that the use of the physical space, the derelict 
lot, acted as a pivotal backdrop for the issues that the 
team was concerned about.  
Global Studio’s tactic for the Saturday event was to use 
a space that would be accessible by all (the fact that 
the lot was fenced was not ideal), ensure that all mar-
keting was widely dispersed to all voices of the com-
munity, and provide a welcoming space for the actual 

fi lming.  

The group hopes that the fi lm and screening event are 
seen as a success considering the time frame that the 
group was permitted and the constraints of the fi lm 
medium which was pre-chosen.  It must be stressed 
that the production of the fi lm inevitably became the 
project, leaving little room for further analysis of the 
community or its needs.   Flyer advertising the fi lm screening

Film screening on the side of a building in an empty lot on Hastings Street



Interviews:
Ron Suziki, Strathcona Community Center Director of programs
Terry, Strathcona Revitalization Committee, Business Improvement Association
John Wertschek, Strathcona Revitalization Committee, Emily Carr Institute
Moses, Strathcona Resident
Clyde, Strathcona Resident
Cathy Kwan, Business Improvement Association
Lani Morden, Vice-Principal,  Strathcona Elementary School
Anonymous Strathcona Residents

Websites:
Strathcona Community Profi le. <http://www.city.vancouver.bc.ca/community_profi les/strathcona/>
Strathcona Business Improvement Assoociation. <http://www.strathconabia.com/>
Community Center. <http://www.city.vancouver.bc.ca/parks/cc/strathcona/>

Films:
The Adventures of Prince Achmed. Dir. Lotte Reiniger. 1926.
The Films of the Brothers Quay. Stephen Quay, Michael Quay. 1987.
Mirrormask. Dir. Dave McKean. 2005.

Project References :  Global Studio Project Team :

Sarah Churchill  USA/AUS U Sydney  Planning
Alexander Doerr  Canada U Calgary Architecture 
Amanda Garfi eld   USA  RISD   Industrial Design  
Rosemary Korawali  PNG  PNGUT Architecture
Rajarshi Rakesh Sahai India  MANIT  Architecture
Kate Scott   USA  Columbia Architecture/Planning
Kathleen O’Neill  USA/AUS U Sydney  Planning

teachers and mentors:

Mari Fujita   University of British Columbia
Maya Ersan   Media Undefi ned
Jamie Robson  Media Undefi ned

project associate:

Julia Molloy   Columbia University



Global Studio Vancouver Program 

Shigeru Ban Lecture
UN World Urban Forum 
 : GUIC (Growing up in Cities) WUF Youth Reception, Fairmont Hotel
 : Millennium University Roundtable
 : Working towards the MDGS: the Global Studio Model”
World Planners Congress
 : Interprofessional events, Supersaturday
Planners for tomorrow Student Conference 
Museum of Anthropology tour
Film “Where Strangers Become Neighbours” + commentary by Leonie Sandercock
Sightseeing: Granville Island Restoration; False Creek- market and social housing; aqua bus to Aquatic Centre, walk along 
sea wall to English Bay.
Video Monster Lounge, 1Cordova St, cnr. Carrall St. 
Centre A Gallery (cnr Hastings and Carrall St  -Yoko Ono exhibit)
 : PPS: R exhibition launch and a downtown welcome to Global Studio.
 : Exhibition site: street hoardings, Hastings St, between Cambie and Carrall; Parking Stop Gallery, Cordova St. 
Situating the Global Studio project:
 : fi lm: ‘Vancouverism’ by Julie Bogdanowicz
 : talk by David Eby, Pivot Legal Society
 : visit Strathcona Community Gardens followed by walk to Commercial Drive and street fair. 
 : Site sample guided tour of Hastings St in four sections
 : (downtown, Strathcona; Hastings-Sunrise; Grandview –Woodlands) 
 : ‘Reading ‘Hastings St, pin-up and discussion;  Project studio groups posted
 : Presentation by Nathan Eddleston, Vancouver City Planner
Introduction to Global Studio program: Working with communities- introduction to projects
 : Meetings with community groups and working arrangements with groups
 : student charrette – 3 propositions proposed by each group
 : Vancouver City Council public hearing on the Whitecaps Stadium
 : Mid project review: GS draft charter; ethics and GS, for further discussion at Future Directions Forum
 : West Coast Night, friendship Centre
 : Project review: in house and invited guests- local architects, planners, community centre leaders
 : Public events for each project commencing at 425 Carrall St studio
 : Global Studio Vancouver farewell at Stanley Park ; GSV future directions ratifi cation
 : Project copies given to communities
People Building Better Cities. 
 : Round Table on Research, Action and the Future of Global Studio
 : Ellliot Sclar: Planning in the Global Studio Context 
 : Alison Wolanksi: Architecture and Resistance in Ghana
 : Sandy Hirshen and Richard Evans:  The Stadium and the Waterfront
 : Joe Wei and Yijin Wei: Past, present and possible futures: Chinatown
 : Nathan Edelson: The Downtown Eastside: the city’s approach
 : Graham Bristol: Architecture and Human Rights
 : Garth Klein: Potential projects for Global Studio 2007, Johannesburg
 : Damon Rich: Centre for Urban Pedagogy, artists and policy makers creating publicity for public housing
 : Helena Sandman: Senegal Womens Centre
 : Nathaniel Corum: Straw Bale houses
 : Julia Molloy: Presentation Potential: the Caracas example 
Presentations and Future Directions Forum and fi nal presentations to the community

Appendix :

Global Studio at the UN World Urban Forum

UN World Urban Forum
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Websites

EIU online store, “Vancouver tops liveability ranking.....” 03 Oct 2005
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